Kenneth H. Bartels
January 10, 1933 - June 11, 2020

Ken Bartels, age 87, of Plato Center, IL passed away unexpectedly at Northwest Medicine
Huntley Hospital on Thursday, June 11th, and into the loving arms of His Savior, Jesus
Christ.
He was born in Elgin, Illinois on January 10, 1933, the only child of Emil and Meta
(Oltendorf) Bartels. He grew up on the family farm in Roselle. Ken was blessed to farm
alongside his loving father for many years. During his high school years, Ken enjoyed
showing sheep and steers and being involved in the FFA at Elgin High School. On April
18, 1953, Ken married his high school sweetheart Carol Hinch in Elgin, IL. That October
he was drafted into the US Army to serve in Korea. His daughter Cindy was born while he
was overseas, and he did not meet her until she was 18 months old. Ken and Carol
moved to the Plato Center farm in 1964, and Ken continued to farm there until his passing.
Ken treasured time with family and friends. Golfing, polka music, and dining on German
food were some of his favorites. Ken was a devoted member of St. Peter’s Lutheran
Church, North Plato, where he held many leadership roles through the years and loved
singing in the choir. He cherished his church family. He was also a proud member of the
American Legion Post 57 in Elgin, as well as serving on the Plato Twp. Board for many
years.
Ken is survived by his daughters, Cindy Kuschel of Elgin, and Pam (David) Neisendorf of
Burlington; as well as grandchildren, Matt (Kelly) Kuschel, Becky Kuschel, Amber
(Andrew) Nolan and Adam (fiancé Amber Mallon) Neisendorf. Ken had four greatgranddaughters, Emma and Kenna Kuschel, and Grace and Ava Nolan. Also surviving are
a sister-in-law, Sandy (Don) Dorwaldt of Hampshire, his dear friend and companion,
Dolores Schuring of Plato Center, as well as several nieces and nephews.
He is preceded in death by his loving wife Carol, and his parents.
Ken said many times that he had been blessed with a wonderful life. He was a devout
Christian man who always had a warm smile that welcomed genuine conversation with
friends new and old. Please know that Ken treasured your friendship and love in his life.

The family is planning on hosting a celebration of Ken’s life when current restrictions are
lifted. At this time however, his funeral service and burial will be private.
Memorials in his name can be made to St. Peter’s Lutheran Church North Plato, or to the
Kane County Farm Bureau Scholarship Fund to provide financial help for those students
pursuing degrees in agriculture.

Comments

“

Carol, I was looking for an obituary for a friend in Hampshire and saw Ken had
passed away. Our heartfelt sympathy to you and your family. We had some good
times years ago while planning the reunion. We don’t hear from anyone anymore,
and I have my hands full with Don, as he has Dementia like his dad had. Did you
hear Linda and Larry Schumacher both passes away from covid-19? Be strong and
stay healthy. Until we see each other again. Mary and Don Lichrhardt

Mary Lichthardt - July 08, 2020 at 12:29 PM

“

I am so saddened to hear about the loss of a very great man. Ken was one of my
Dad's best friends. They were buddies at golf, volunteering at Bethesda or helping at
church. I'm sure any memories anyone has of Ken Bartels are good ones. I know
mine are.
Carol Christensen Frey

Carol Frey - June 18, 2020 at 04:37 PM

“

We are so sorry to hear of Ken’s passing. He was always so happy and outgoing! We
have many great memories and will miss him often! Our thoughts and prayers are
with all of you! Rick and Sue Ekstrom

Rick and Sue Ekstrom - June 15, 2020 at 09:03 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Kenneth H. Bartels.

June 15, 2020 at 04:38 AM

“

Gary and I are so sorry for the loss of a great man. I will remember Ken as always
having a smile on his face and marvelled at his energy and his zest for life. Know we
share in your sympathy and will keep you all in our prayers!

Gary & Kathy Lichthardt - June 14, 2020 at 10:04 AM

“

What a wonderful man ! He truly loved his family. He was upbeat and loved his life on
his farm. His life seemed so complete. He will be missed by many. We are so glad
we were able to meet him. May he Rest In Peace.

Pam and Tim Mallon - June 13, 2020 at 11:25 PM

“

Bill &Vicki Reuter lit a candle in memory of Kenneth H. Bartels

Bill &Vicki Reuter - June 12, 2020 at 05:40 PM

