
Velda M. Grimes
August 9, 1928 - September 20, 2022

Velda M. Grimes, 94, formerly of Hampshire passed away Tuesday morning, Sept. 20,
2022, in the home she shared with her daughter. 

 

She was born Aug. 9, 1928, in Elgin, the daughter of E.A. and Lillian (Lenz) Westerbeck.
Velda was a graduate of Plato Twp. High School in 1946 and then married John M. “Jack”
Grimes on Feb. 2, 1946, in North Plato. They lived in the Hampshire area all their married
life. 

 

Velda had been employed for 31 years at Anaconda Wire and Cable in Sycamore and 8
years at the former Schmidt Card & Candle Shop in Hampshire. She was an active
member of the Zion United Methodist Church in Hampshire, serving on many committees,
teaching Sunday school, singing in the choir and was a UMW member, and most recently
was a member of Poplar Grove United Methodist Church for the past 10 years since
moving to Loves Park. Velda was a charter member of the VFW Post 8043, a lifetime
member serving as past president and musician for many years. She was also a member
who brought much fun with her music to the Hampshire-Burlington Senior Citizens who
would recognize the old songs from her “Swingette” Band from years ago. 

 

She is survived by her daughter, Jean (Paul) Swanson of Loves Park; her sons, John
Grimes of Casseillo, MO, and James “Jim” Grimes of Tracy, CA; daughter-in-law, Linda
Grimes; 8 grandchildren, Kim (Dale) Thorn, Jackie (John) Bunger, Dave (Kate) Swanson,
Eric (Jenny) Grimes, Allan (Kristen) Grimes, Tara (Brandon) Lewis, Brant (Esther) Grimes,
and Troy Grimes; 16 great grandchildren; and many nieces, nephews and friends. 

 She is preceded in death by her parents, husband, John “Jack” Grimes on Dec. 25, 2001;
grandson, Arlo Grimes; 2 sisters, Lois (August) Follman, and Jean (Stanley) Stojan;
daughter-in-law, Pia Grimes; and son-in-law, Paul Swanson. 

 

Funeral Service will be on Saturday, Sept. 24 at 12 Noon at Zion Methodist Church, 157
W. Jefferson Ave. in Hampshire. Burial will follow in the Hampshire Center Cemetery. 

 



Visitation will be prior to services at the church from 10 to 11:45 AM. 
 

In lieu of flowers, memorials in Velda’s name may be directed to the church, the Multiple
Sclerosis Foundation at www.nationalmssociety.org or Poplar Grove United Methodist
Church, 105 E. Grove St., Poplar Grove, IL 61065.



Cemetery Details

Hampshire Center Cemetery

17N002 Harmony Rd
Hampshire, IL 60140

Previous Events

Visitation

SEP 24. 10:00 AM - 11:45 AM (CT)

Zion United Methodist Church
157 W. Jefferson Ave.
Hampshire, IL 60140

Service

SEP 24. 12:00 PM (CT)

Zion United Methodist Church
157 W. Jefferson Ave.
Hampshire, IL 60140
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Cox - September 28, 2022 at 04:44 PM

My condolences to the family--Velda was a fun and friendly lady I always enjoyed
when I would bump into her. Prayers for all the family --Jeannie I think of our
saxophone days often---

Linda and Richard Kouba - September 23, 2022 at 09:45 AM

Linda and Richard Kouba purchased the Peaceful White Lilies
Basket for the family of Velda M. Grimes.

September 23, 2022 at 12:46 AM

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Velda
M. Grimes.

Rev. Diana K. Otterbacher - September 22, 2022 at 03:22 PM

Well done, Good and Faithful Servant VELDA! She was such a joyful and
encouraging presence during my Zion UMC pastorate, 2011-2016. 
She was a faithful follower of Jesus. I will always be grateful for her life and
friendship. With fond memories, Rev. Diana K. Otterbacher M.Div.

Darrel Johnson - September 22, 2022 at 03:19 PM

Velda was one of the Panama Ave. moms to the many kids who lived on the
block including me. The terrace off the street in front of her house served as a
bike jumping ramp. Those were good times! My condolences to Jean, John, Jim
and the rest of the family and friends. R.I.P.
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https://www.fredrickfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Jeff Stojan - September 22, 2022 at 11:01 AM

2 files added to the album Velda


